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The indications which have been fulfilled in the radical operation are: 1. 
As extensive an ablation of the peritoneum as possible. 2. Removal of as 
much omentum as can be reached, or can be drawn into the Bac. 3. Forma¬ 
tion of a strong and extensive cicatrix in the hernia region. 

Of the 254 cases 222 were’inguinal, 14 were crural, 17 were umbilical, 1 
was traumatic. The most satisfactory results in the operations upon inguinal 
hernia were obtained in cases of the congenital form of this rupture. 

The results of radical cure of umbilical hernia are said to be particularly 
satisfactory. 

The author believes that the radical cure of reducible hernia should be the 
rule and not the exception. In very young infants, however, he does not 
counsel operation, not because such cases can be cured by other means, but 
because the tissues are not sufficiently firm to make a reliable cicatrix. After 
the sixth and seventh year, however, the operation is strongly advised. In 
old persons operation should be avoided unless there are pressing reasons for 
resorting to the knife. Finally, even those of the proper age—that is, between 
seven and forty, should not be operated upon when the abdominal walls are 
weak, or there is a tendency to giving way in several regions. Congenital 
inguinal hernia invariably should be operated upon. This admits of no 
exception. The same rule applies to all hernias in young women. 

[Since the operator began this series of cases ten years ago, he might 
furnish valuable figures in regard to the ultimate efTect of hernial operation. 
This, unfortunately, he neglects to do.— Ed.] 
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Sympathetic Ophthalmia Notwithstanding Resection of the 
Optic Nerve. 

Dr. A. Trousseau reports a case of this kind in the Revue Generate 
d’Ophthalmologic, Tome x., No. 3. The exciting eye had been wounded by 
the blow of a stone six years before, and after remaining quiet three and a 
half or four years became again troublesome, and be applied to have it 
removed. It was shrunken, red, the seat of violent cyclitis. The other eye, 
except for the excessive secretion of tears from time to time, was absolutely 
healthy, with full acuteness of vision. 

On account of the slight deformity, and the previous long period during 
which it had remained entirely quiet, it was judged an especially appropriate 
case for resection of the nerve, rather than enucleation. Accordingly, the 
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nerve was resected, the piece removed measuring four or five millimetres in 
length, and the parts bathed with a sublimate solution 1: 2000. The opera- 
tion was followed by protrusion of the globe, which lasted but three or four 
days; at the end of ten days the eyes were in very satisfactory condition, the 
sound one relieved of its attacks of lachrvmation, and on the twentieth day 
he was discharged and the case reported as a cure in the Bulletin ties Quinze - 
vinyls for 1890. 

Within two months after his discharge the patient returned with redness 
of the better eye. He was put upon mercurial inunctions, which he used 
regularly for three weeks, when he returned with vision reduced to counting 
fingers at two metres, iris inflamed, and vitreous opacities. The exciting eye 
was then enucleated, and after four or five days the other began to improve. 
When the case was reported at the end of three weeks after the enucleation, 
vision had risen to one-half the normal. 

Transplantation of tiie Cornea. 

Von Hippel reports in the Berliner klin. T Vochenschri/t, xxviii. Jahrg., 
No. 19, his seventh case subjected to this operation. The patient had a 
dark-brown opacity which covered the pupil, and which had* been produced 
by repeated cauterizations of the cornea with nitrate of silver. He also had 
cataract. After extraction of the opaque lens, with iridectomy, he had vision 
equal one-fifth, but he insisted on the removal of the spot on the cornea. 
The corneal tissue, down to Desceraet’s membrane, was removed from a circle 
four millimetres in diameter, and replaced by the full thickness of the cornea 
from a young rabbit. The eye was afterward dressed with iodoform and both 
eyes bandaged. Although there was temporary clouding of the thin layer of 
original tissue behind it, the transplanted flap remained clear. In two weeks 
the epithelium was continuous from the cornea to the flap. After discission 
for a secondary cataract, the patient obtained vision equal one-third. It does 
not appear from the report that the transplantation caused any improvement 
in vision. But the operation deserves to be called successful in that it 
secured the continued life and health of the graft, and removed an unsightly 
scar. 


Mercury in Syphilitic Disease of the Eyes. 

Galezowski, in the Rccucil d’Ophthalmologic, An. siii., No. 3, points 
out that mercury administered by the digestive tract acts very rapidly on 
iritis, either plastic or gummatous, not that a radical cure is effected, but 
the ocular inflammation disappears. Not so with syphilitic choroiditis, which 
yields to no mercurial administered by the mouth, but is cured almost with¬ 
out exception by mercurial inunction. 

It is still otherwise with the ataxic atrophies of the optic papilla, which are 
without doubt usually syphilitic. Here, unfortunately, any anti-syphilitic 
treatment gives unsatisfactory results. This Galezowski explains on the 
hypothesis that the action of such medicaments is slow in the case of certain 
affections occurring in closed cavities, as in choroiditis and affections of the 
spinal cord. 

While iritis can be cured in two or three months, choroiditis requires two 
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years; and in the case of optic atrophy the disease outruns the treatment, and 
produces permanent injury before the cure can be effected. Probably by a 
course of daily mercurial inunctions, carried out for two consecutive years on 
the occurrence of the earlier lesions of syphilis, optic atrophy, cerebral 
syphilis, and such later lesions could always be prevented. 

Herpes of the Cornea from Influenza Treated with Pyoktanin. 

Galezowski ( Recueil d'Ophthalmologic, An. xiii., No. 4) regards this 
affection as essentially one of the fifth nerve. It has been met with very 
frequently during the last two years in Paris, more particularly during the 
epidemic of influenza. The form of eye disease most commonly connected 
with the influenza was a phlyctenular conjunctivitis, or a superficial herpetic 
keratitis, with loss of epithelium, amesthesia of the cornea, and which did not 
yield to the ordinary treatment for that affection. The two measures found 
to hasten the cure were the internal administration of large doses of quinine 
and the applications of apyonioe or pyoktanin. The solution of pyoktanin, 
one part to one hundred parts of distilled water, was brushed on the cornea 
five or Hix times a day, and produced excellent and rapid improvement. 

The Light-streak on the Retinal Vessels. 

VAN Trigt put forth the hypothesis that this streak was due to reflection 
from the anterior wall of the vessel or the anterior surface of the blood- 
column in the vessel, and this explanation was adopted by Jager, Dondera, 
and others. Loring ascribed it to refraction of the light passing through the 
blood-column and reflection from the tissues behind the vessel, and using a 
watery solution of carmine in a glass tube, he showed that under the condi¬ 
tions that exist in examining a retinal vessel the light-streak was seen when 
the tube was placed in front of a reflecting surface, and not Been when placed 
in front of a non-reflecting surface. Donders, however, claimed that the 
blood of warm-blooded animals was not transparent like the carmine solu¬ 
tion, and therefore the conditions were essentially different in Loring’s 
experiment from those the experiment was intended to elucidate. Dr. A. E. 
Davis ( Archives of Ophthalmology, vol. xx.. No. 1), repeating the experiment, 
but using the blood flowing from the carotid of a cat, obtained precisely the 
results reported by Loring with the carmine solution. This seems to prove 
conclusively that the light-streak does depeod on the refraction of the blood- 
column and reflection by the tissues back of the vessel. 


Platinum Instruments in Ophthalmic Surgery. 

Dr. E. Gruening urges (Archives of Ophthalmology, vol. xx., No. 2) the use 
of such instruments on account of the ease with which they are sterilized. 
He has had cystotome, iris rep09itor, wire loop, spoon, iris and fixation forceps, 
and speculum made with the working parts consisting of an alloy of platinum 
and iridium. This alloy by hammering becomes very firm, can be polished, 
and is not blackened in the flame of a spirit-lamp. By heating to a white heat, 
such an instrument can be certainly sterilized by the operator at the time of 
operation, without his having to depend on the skill and care of an assistant. 

vol. 102, ho. 5. —noveuoeb, 183L 30 
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Aniridia and Glaucoma. 

E. T. Collins. F.R.C.S.. reports in the Ophthalmic Review, vol. x., No. 
114, three cases in which these conditions coexisted. It might be that in 
such cases at least glaucoma could not be due to closure of the filtration angle 
of the anterior chamber, and that some other explanation would have to be 
found for its occurrence. But in two of these cases of congenital aniridia, 
although no iri3 was visible, the ciliary body was found at the microscopical 
examination to end anteriorly in a rounded nodule that had become applied 
and adherent to the filtration space of the cornea in such a way as to block 
it entirely. In the third case, although the iris had been entirely torn away 
by traumatism and the ciliary muscle was atrophied, the most anterior of the 
ciliary processes was intimately adherent to the region of the cornea in 
question. Exceptions of this kind may truly be said to prove the rule that 
glaucoma is due to blocking of the filtration area by the iris. 

Gumma of the Conjunctiva. 

Gumma of the conjunctiva is of rare occurrence, and partly on that account 
is very apt not to be recognized. Dr. Caudron {Revue generate d'Ophthal¬ 
mologic, Tome x., No. 4) reports a case, and quotes a few others previously 
reported. In his patient, a man of forty years, giving no history, it 
appeared external to the cornea, the tumor measuring about ten millimetres 
in the horizontal, four millimetres in the vertical direction, and three milli¬ 
metres in thickness. Its color was reddish-yellow, and it was surrounded by 
an area of vascularization. Its consistence was firm, being almost carti¬ 
laginous at the periphery. Thorough examination revealed numerous other 
evidences of syphilis. Placed on auti-syphilitic treatment, improvement 
was rapid. A complete cure was effected in two months, and there had been 
no subsequent manifestations. A study of the reported cases shows that the 
cure of such lesions is usually rapid and easy under appropriate treatment. 
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The Pathology and Treatment of Puerperal Eclampsia. 

In connection with the interesting paper of Herman (page 485 of the 
present issue of The Journal) the recent literature of eclampsia offers 
much of interest. 

In a discussion on the subject at the British Medical Association during 



